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contributed music to two Grammy award-winning
recordings. He won a Teton award at the Jackson Hole
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Score, and a Panda Award for Best Music in 2008 from the
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Mr. Williams graduated from the Peabody Conservatory of Music in 1983 with
a BM degree in music composition. Soon after graduation, he began a career as a jazz
pianist and composer in Washington, DC. He eventually became a regular performer at
the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, performing with the National Symphony
Orchestra, the Kennedy Center Opera Orchestra, and for productions of nationally
touring musicals.
From 1993 to the present, he has been a full-time pianist with the political satire
group “The Capitol Steps.” From 1988 to 1996, he was the pianist for the late Eva
Cassidy, whose posthumous recordings have sold over eight million copies worldwide.
He currently lives in Kensington, MD, with his wife, Joan Gregory, and three children,
Eleanor, Samantha and Grady.

2009 Johansen International Competition
Commissioned Work: “Scherzo”
The inspiration for this piece came from my fascination with musical encores, pieces that
are commonly performed at the end of a concert. These short, virtuosic pieces are usually
challenging for the performer, giving the audience an exclamation point to the programmed
works. Historically, the encore could be a short adaptation of a longer work, an original
improvisation on an existing theme, or simply any smaller work that highlights the performer’s
strengths. My piece is an attempt to capture the energy of the encore using a musical language
that is somewhat modern but firmly rooted in tonality. My hope is that this Scherzo will capture
the improvisatory spirit of the unaccompanied showcase.
— Lenny Williams, March 2009

